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Andean Chic is a fashion brand that uses indigenous 
Andean aesthetics to create contemporary designs with 

their distinctive style.  
The idea of establishing an exclusive clothing line started 

two years ago, to satisfy a need to find quality clothes that 
stand out from mass-produced styles and that speak about the 
place I know and love: The Andes. But the process of building 
this business started long before that. 

Reading and writing about fashion for years, as a journalist, 
helped me to understand that clothing is a language - a 
dominant language. Our clothes speak of and reflect our view 
of the world, our time and our culture in noticeable ways.

Several years ago I was able to put my passion and training 
in art and design together and begin creating. Because the 
vision of a design on paper does not always translate to the 
finished product, I decided to enroll in a dressmaking school 
and a Masters of Art program. Then the fun of creating and 
experimenting began. Soon family, friends, and friends of my 
friends started asking for the jackets, skirts, dresses, etc. and the 
accessories I had been making. Artists, politicians, middle age, 
older and young women have worn Andean Chic designs.  

The garments created by Andean Chic highlight the crafts-
manship and artistry of the Andean peoples. One of our favorite 
sources of inspiration are the ikat patterns woven entirely by 
hand on a loom. Each design represents the knowledge and 
skill passed down from generation to generation for many 
years. Hand embroidery, hand knitting, and use of materials 
such as silk, toquilla straw, and locally treated leather are just 
some of our components and standard choices. But what makes 

us different is our artistic approach to clothes. Our designs are 
inspired by traditional customs and ways of life in the Andes, 
yet they are not imitations. They respond to the need to tune our 
culture to what happens in the world of international fashion.

One of our dresses might organically mix ikat, silk chiffon 
and Italian leather in a happy, beautiful combination. There 
is a process for making each piece; there is more than one 
person whose hands and expertise have touched and contribu-
ted to one dress. It is a multi-disciplinary art process. Therefore, 
we believe in fair trade and in helping both the artisan and the 
artist.  We are happy that in this process everybody benefits. 

Our clothes are made with couture techniques to achieve 
that well-made quality needed for a garment that will last a 
long time—both as a favorite and as a work of art.  We like to 
believe that Andean Chic is a new way of dressing, a concept 
that moves away from trends and offers a unique modality 
within fashion design.  Perhaps the best part of what we are 
doing is the possibility of wearing a luxury dress without the ex-
travagant price. Although at present we make clothes only for 
women, the possibility of making items for men remains open.

We invite you to enjoy live music while visiting our fashion 
exhibit on the 27th of October at 7:00 PM in Museo Remigio 
Crespo on Calle Larga y Borrero. Entrance is free. 

You can check out our designs and “like” us on Facebook: 
@AndeanChic and at www.andeanchic.com.  We also 
have a showroom in Turi for visits, fittings, and orders. For 
more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 
0983112739.
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Great Cheese 
presents 

Gruyère is sweet but slightly salty, with a flavor 
that varies widely with age. It’s described as 
creamy and nutty when young, becoming 
more assertive, earthy, and complex as it 
matures. When fully aged (five months to 
a year) it tends to have small cracks that 
impart a slightly grainy texture.
White wines, such as Riesling, pair well with 
Gruyère.

Bene Placito is an artisan goods store focused 
on the needs of the expat community. We sell 
Italian aged cheeses and complements such 
as wine, olive oil, honey and much more. We 
also specialize in New York style pastries and 
other baked goods.

Mon to Sat:  10am - 8pm  /  Sun: 10am - 6pm
Supermaxi Plaza de las Américas. Shop #15 

Av. De las Américas and Tejar Street      407 4878
099 624 0840        beneplacitoec@gmail.com

www.expatsmags.com  |  23

e d u c a t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  <








